" Permanent exhibition about Casa della donna di Via Governo
Vecchio"

Thirty years ago — on October 2, 1976 — the Women'’s Liberation Movement (MLD) occupied
Palazzo Nardini on Via del Governo Vecchio in Rome.

Their determined resistance to eviction, tireless energy, and the desire to create a space for
initiatives and exchanges between groups, together with the growing involvement of many
organizations, transformed the old palace into a lively center of relationships, activities, ideas,
and political planning. From 1976 to 1981 it became a landmark for both Roman and national
feminism.

With the following notes we want to honor a unique Italian experience that shaped an entire
generation and continues to speak to young women today.

NEOFEMINISM IN ITALY

The late 1960s and early 1970s saw a massive increase in women’s participation, fueled by
widespread access to education and political protest movements.

The first feminist groups, like the broader anti-authoritarian movement, questioned the totalizing
nature of politics that ignored private life, individual voices, and the affirmation of difference.
They demanded their own social subjectivity. Women identified a conflict even more radical than
class struggle: the conflict between the sexes, in which men historically claimed the right to
define women according to their own desires and excluded them from decision-making. This
awareness laid the foundation for separatism and consciousness-raising as political practices.

The principle of “starting from oneself” in dialogue with others required moving beyond the
ideals of emancipation and equality toward a politics that affirmed difference grounded in the
female body. This perspective drove campaigns against illegal abortion, as well as debates on
sexuality, motherhood, and self-help practices. These efforts evolved into concrete political
action, from establishing health clinics and reforming family law to enacting legislation against
sexual violence, and supporting referenda on divorce and abortion, profoundly challenging
Italy’s political balance.

BRIEF CHRONOLOGY BEFORE 1976

e 1966: In Milan, the Group for the Demystification of Authoritarianism (DEMAU) questions
women’s emancipation as participation in a value system that ignores sexual difference.

e 1969: Feminist collectives in the Roman student movement distribute leaflets
denouncing women'’s subservient roles and asserting the need for autonomous



organization.

1970: The “Female Revolt” group is founded with its manifesto in Rome and Milan,
promoting consciousness-raising and separatism as political practice. Carla Lonzi’s
essay We Spit on Hegel challenges male power structures as the foundation for feminist
politics.

In Rome, the Women’s Liberation Movement (MLD) is founded by a Radical Party
collective, advocating abortion legalization, contraceptive access, and non-authoritarian
nurseries.

1971: The “Broken Circle” forms in Trento, asserting that revolution is impossible without
women’s liberation. Feminist groups emerged in Padua and Ferrara, later creating the
Committee for Domestic Work Wages. In Milan, the Milanese Women’s Liberation
Collective and the Anabasi group are established.

In November, Bologna hosted its first feminist collective, and Naples saw the founding
of “Le Nemesiache,” focused on women’s creativity.

1972: Turin establishes the Women'’s Liberation Collective; in Rome, the Roman
Feminist Movement on Via Pompeo Magno creates a Documentation Center; in Milan,
Via Cherubini feminist groups develop practices linking consciousness-raising to the
unconscious.

The Anabasi group in Milan publishes Women Are Beautiful, including essays by
Western feminists.

1973: February 12 sees a major assembly at the University of Rome with Giséle Halimi,
who defended a mother in Paris who helped her daughter obtain an abortion, and
English feminist Juliet Mitchell.

In June, women from across Italy participated in the abortion trial of Gigliola Pierobon in
Padua.

In Rome, the cultural association La Maddalena was founded, featuring a theater, a
library, and the journal Effe.

In November, the UDI congress in Rome, Women’s Dimension, addresses sexuality
and family issues raised by feminism.

That month, the MFR organizes a self-help conference at Teatro Eliseo with French and
American feminists, while Milan sees the founding of the Feminist Group for Women’s
Medicine.



Milan launches the magazine Sottosopra, promoting a distinct female identity through
consciousness-raising. Elena Gianini Belotti's essay On the Side of Girls gains
widespread attention.

e 1974: In Rome, the San Lorenzo Collective opens a health clinic offering self-help
initiatives and contraceptive access, including organized trips to London for abortions.

In February, Florence launched the magazine Rosa, linking the PCI’'s emancipatory
tradition with feminist concerns.
Turin establishes a self-managed clinic at Barriera di Milano.

Pinarella di Cervia hosts a national conference for all feminist groups. Mobilization
grows for divorce and abortion referendums after arrests in Trento and Florence.

e 1975: Milan opens the Women’s Bookstore on Via Dogana.
Pinarella hosts the 2nd National Conference of Feminist Groups.

Rome launched the magazine Donna Woman Femme (DWF), and women'’s publishing
houses Le Edizioni delle Donne (Rome) and La Tartaruga (Milan) were founded. The
Circeo murder elevates the fight against sexual violence.

e 1976: The feminist magazine Differenze is launched in Rome.
In October, MLD occupies Palazzo Nardini in Via del Governo Vecchio.

In November, a torchlight march in Rome protested violence against women under the
slogan Take Back the Night.

Curated by Simona Lunedei with the collaboration of Giovanna Olivieri

House of Women on Via Governo Vecchio

Palazzo Nardini, historically known as Governo Vecchio, served as the seat of the Bargello and
civil authority in Rome during the Church’s theocratic rule. Today, it stands as a powerful
symbol in feminist memory. Its courtyard, staircase, loggia, corridors, and rooms, marked by
plaster, frescoes, and graffiti, became much more than a physical space—they grew into a
sentimental and political landmark, the heart of Roman feminism.

The events, relationships, and bonds formed within these walls extended far beyond the palace,
shaping lives in ways that made leaving impossible. It became the foundation for both private
and public life, creating individual and collective spaces, real and imagined, and ultimately
inspiring the establishment of the International House of Women in Lungara.



Reclaimed from silence and neglect by women who opened it to a female, territorial, and
gender-conscious citizenship, the palace witnessed growth through consciousness-raising,
sisterhood, and the free exchange of ideas and bodies. It became a place for participation,
desire, struggle, and the hope of challenging the long-assumed established order.

Day by day, Palazzo Nardini grew into a vital space for meetings, exploration, and identity
affirmation. As a gendered space, it embodied the idea of a “room of one’s own,” a prerequisite
for both individual and collective freedom, and a stage for the profound experience of speaking
and understanding the world. It is rare that so many women simultaneously experience such
power and joy. This legacy continues to shape for us and others not just privilege, but the
actively exercised right to speak.

—NMaria Paola Fiorensoli

1976

On October 2, 1976, MLD (Women’s Liberation Movement), through Radio Donna, launched the
occupation of Palazzo Nardini on Via del Governo Vecchio as a women-only “treasure hunt.” To
resist eviction, night shifts were organized, alongside support activities for the occupation and
initiatives asserting a political presence.

e October 10: “Waiting for the Police” celebration, organized by the Roman Feminist
Theatre Group Le Streghe, featuring Giovanna Marinuzzi, Daisy Lumini, Ines Carmona,
Gabiriella Ferri, Michela Caruso, Stefania Casini, Dacia Maraini, Maria Monti, Giovanna
Marini, Emanuela Kusterman, Simo & Susy, and a theatrical performance by Dominot,
Pinuccia, and Pilar with songs by Maria Monti.

e October 19: Exhibition and market of women'’s artisanal and artistic products.

e October 15: Inauguration of the self-help clinic by the MLD Collective and a nursery
open to the neighborhood.

e October 18: Formation of the MLD Collective Against Violence Toward Women.
e November 13—14: Conference on accurate sexual and contraceptive education.
e December 15: Conference on MLD’s proposal for a law reserving 50% of jobs for

women, and preparations for the torchlight march Take Back the Night against violence
toward women (November 27).



1977

The mobilization around the occupation continued. The PCI group of the local district submitted
a motion for eviction on February 10, also supported by the DC (which demanded the eviction of
the occupied Convent on Via Cavour).

e From May, feminist groups, neighborhood collectives, and school and university
collectives joined the occupation; the building’s second and third floors were also
occupied, and extensive refurbishment work was underway.

e Demonstration at Campidoglio for the House of Women, still without electricity (which
was activated on September 30).

e Participation of Radio Donna and Effe magazine in the 1st International Meeting of the
European Feminist Press in Paris (March 12).

e Assembly to organize a demonstration against sexual violence in solidarity with Claudia
Capuiti, to be held at S. Giovanni (March 31).

e Assembly following the killing of Giorgiana Masi at an unauthorized demonstration
(May), during which the manifesto poem was drafted.

e Meeting between MLD, UDI, and feminist groups on the abortion law project (June) and
organization of the June 10 demonstration.

e Photo-documentary exhibition on the effects of the divorce law, organized by the Roman
Group for Wages for Domestic Work and the Association for the Defense of Divorced

Women (June).

e International conference on women’s health, organized by the Feminist Group for
Women’s Health (June 24-26).

1977-1978

e Assembly of UDI, feminist collectives, and FLM Women for the participation of an all-
women contingent in the metalworkers’ demonstration on December 2.

e Christmas gift market organized by Le Rospe Nere (December).



1978

January 13-15: Conference on separatism organized by the Roman Feminist Movement
of Via Pompeo Magno.

January 28-29 and February 25—-26: National conference on contraception and abortion
organized by self-help collectives, with the participation of 2,000 women.

March 24-25: International feminist conference on violence against women, organized
by Effe and MLD.

May 6: Launch of the editorial office of Quotidiano Donna, with Emanuela Moroli as
director.

April 30—May 1: Conference on women’s wages for labor force reproduction, organized
by the Feminist Group for Wages for Domestic Work.

May 23-28: Theater workshop by the Montreurs d’images group, culminating in a final
parade from Governo Vecchio to the Pantheon and an evening performance at Spazio
Zero.

June: National conference Women and Information, organized by Quotidiano Donna.

June 18: Theater performance by Lella Costa in Piazza Mastai, organized by Teatro
Selvaggio in collaboration with the Astrological Group of Governo Vecchio.

June 21: National meeting of abortion collectives.

July: Preparation of the street theater performance Aglio Cipolla Ventaglio with Dacia
Maraini, Teatro Maddalena, and the Garbatella Clinic.

Working group on mother-child relationships with Manuela Fraire.

October 2: Birthday celebration of the occupation with Roberta d’Angelo, Saviana Scalfi,
La Lunaria, and Laura Costa.

December: National conference on maternity and childbirth organized by the Birth
Group.

Press conference with Kate Millett, organized by MLD and the Pompeo Magno
Collective.



1979

December 2—-3: National meeting on childbirth practices and maternity, organized by the
Birth Group and the Mothers’ Collective.

January 8: Assembly on Vatican intervention regarding conscientious objection and the
Radical Party proposal for a referendum to repeal 14 of 22 articles of Law 194,
organized by the Housewives Collective, Pompeo Magno, S. Lorenzo Collective, UDI,
MLD, Quotidiano Donna, and the women’s editorial staff of Lotta Continua.

January 16: Assembly on the assault on women from the Housewives Collective during
a Radio Donna broadcast on Radio Citta Futura; the Artemide group denounces media

censorship of the sexist nature of the attack.

February: Assemblies to prepare the conference on terrorism and women, later held at
the occupied convent.

Preparation for March 8 demonstration and first dance event organized by the Artemide
Group, lesbian women in revolt.

March 23: Debate on elections organized by Quotidiano Donna.

March 24-25: Press conference with Kate Millett, organized by the Women and Culture
Collective.

March—April: Studio setup on the first floor and preparation for Radio Lilith broadcasts.

April 21-22: Meeting in view of June 3 and 10 electoral deadlines, European elections
conference organized by the Women and Institutions Group.

Assembly on the relationship between work and emancipation, with a proposal for a
national conference organized by the Women and Work Collective.

July 3: The Women Against Nuclear Energy Coordination organizes a conference on
clean energy.

July 20: Opening of the hostel, bar, and a cinema cooperative.
September 21: The Committee promoting the law against sexual violence—composed of

MLD, UDI, Pompeo Magno Collective, FLM Women Coordination, Radio Lilith, Effe, Noi
Donne, and Quotidiano Donna—submits the draft law to the Court of Cassation in



1980

Rome, developed at Governo Vecchio.

October 13: Rock concert in the courtyard with Alix Dobkin, Monica Jaeckel, and
Barbara Bauermeister.

October 26: Assembly organized by the Women and Institutions Group on Women and
Abortion in Europe: A Shared Struggle, coinciding with the trial in Bilbao, Spain, against
women who had undergone illegal abortions, to seek binding EU directives.

November 24: The Virginia Woolf Center inaugurates its headquarters at Governo
Vecchio.

December 8-9: Conference Sexuality and Money, organized by the Pompeo Magno
Collective.

January 7: Courses begin at the Virginia Woolf Center, also known as the Women’s
University.

February 2-3: Conference Women and Work, organized by the Women and Work
Collective.

March 29: National demonstration for the submission of 300,000 signatures collected by
the Committee promoting the law against sexual violence.

May: Conference Economic and Social Restructuring: Autonomous Organization of
Women in the Current Political Phase.

July 3: Conference on infanticide, organized by the Committee promoting the law against
sexual violence.

1980-1982

September 11, 1980: Noi Donne, Effe, DWF, and Quotidiano Donna organize a
demonstration in Piazza Montecitorio and display a banner in the Parliament chamber



1981

during a session discussing the law on press funding for equal treatment of periodicals.

September 22, 1980: Assembly on the implementation and defense of Law 194,
discussing referenda proposed by the Movimento per la Vita and the Radical Party,
followed by a protest against RAI's misinformation (sit-in on October 8).

November 1980: National conference Women in Cinema and Video, organized by the

Virginia Woolf Center, Baba Jaga Sheherazade of Florence, and Le Nemesiache of
Naples.

March 8: The Pompeo Magno Collective inaugurates the Feminist Documentation and
Study Center.

March: Inauguration of the Women’s Ludoteca (play center) by the Erba Voglio Group.

April 10: Formation of the Coordination Committee for the amendment of Law 194,
meeting every Wednesday.

May 5: Protest assembly against NATO’s attempt to deploy missiles in Italy, organized
by the Committee Promoting Disarmament.

May 16: First International Feminist Day, held in 30 European countries, La Donna
Decide, organized by the Roman Feminist Coordination, Women and Institutions.

June 26—28: National meeting of lesbian women, organized by the Pompeo Magno
Collective.

July 9, 10, 14, 15: Film and audiovisual festival showcasing works by women, organized
by the Virginia Woolf Center.

October: Anti-armaments assembly.

October: Assembly to organize a demonstration at the Pantheon in support of two
women from Agrigento arrested for kissing in a public garden.

November 21-22: Conference on women’s rights and spaces—how to defend existing
spaces and gain new ones—with a petition to the mayor regarding the un livability of the
House of Women.



e November: The CLI (Italian Lesbian Connection) begins meeting at Governo Vecchio
and starts publishing its monthly bulletin.

e December 26-28: Lesbian women’s conference organized by Vivere lesbica.

1982

e May: Visit by Mayor Vetere to the House of Women. Women address the deteriorating
state of the building, the presence of homeless women, those in difficulty sent there, and
the urgent need for a new House of Women location.

e June 19: National meeting to organize the Women and Work conference.

e The Virginia Woolf Center relocated due to the uninhabitability of the building. CLI and
Self-Help remain, but in increasingly poor conditions. Negotiations begin to secure the

Buon Pastore location.

e September 17, 1984: Police raid.
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Groups and Collectives at the House of Women — Via Governo Vecchio

e Cultural Association Casa della Donna

e Feminist Documentation and Study Center

e Virginia Woolf Cultural Center

e CLI (Italian Lesbian Connection); meetings on Tuesdays at 8:00 PM

e Alternative Nutrition and Women'’s Health Collective; meetings Fridays at 4:30 PM
e Alitalia Collective

e Artemide Collective, lesbian women in revolt

e Self-Management Collective; meetings Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays at 3:00 PM



Darkroom Collective

Collective Against Violence Toward Women; meetings Wednesdays at 5:30 PM
Governo Vecchio Dance Collective; meetings Tuesdays and Fridays, 2nd floor portico
Housewives Collective; meetings Mondays at 5:00 PM

Student Collective Mariarosa (minor)

Crafts Collective Le Rospe Nere

Women and Image Collective

Women and Work Collective

Women and Mental lliness Collective

Women and Politics Collective

Heroine of Governo Vecchio Collective

Denied Identity Collective

Teachers Collective

La Mimosa Collective; meetings Wednesdays at 7:00 PM, Saturdays at 3:00 PM
Feminist Struggle Collective

Collective for Wages for Domestic Work

Self-Financing Collective (second-hand sales)

MLD Self-Help Collective; meetings Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 4:30 PM
Separate, Single, and Divorced Women Collective; meetings Tuesdays at 5:00 PM

Birth Collective



Committees and Groups at Via Governo Vecchio

e Governo Vecchio Management Committee; meetings Saturdays at 6:00 PM
e CDU (United Women Committee)

e Legal consultation with Tina Lagostena Basso and Grazia Volo

e Coordination of Clinics

e Women Against Nuclear Energy Coordination

e Legal Coordination; meetings Mondays at 5:30 PM

e Women Together; language and guitar classes Thursdays and Saturdays
e AIDOS Group

e Astrological Group of Governo Vecchio

e Le Streghe Theater Group

e Erba Voglio Group

e Rifiutare Group

e Women'’s Ludoteca

e MLD — Women’s Liberation Movement

e Hostel La Bella Addormentata, later renamed Pink Panter

e Cafeteria Alla Luna Guduriona, later L’Oca Ladra

e Radio Donna; meetings Tuesdays, broadcasting on Radio Citta Futura

e CLI Bulletin Editorial Staff

e Quotidiano Donna Editorial Staff

e Radio Lilith Editorial Staff
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The Buon Pastore

Originally established as a Carmelite reformatory for laywomen, and later transformed into a
monastery, the seventeenth-century Buon Pastore palace on Via della Lungara long symbolized
female subordination to the social and symbolic order of the Counter-Reformation. For over
three centuries, mostly young and poor women, accused of violating Catholic orthodoxy (after
1876, disobedience to state laws), were confined here and subjected to processes of
“repentance” through bodily mortification and erasure of identity.

Negotiation and Occupation

The symbolic significance of the feminist groups’ decision from Via del Governo Vecchio is
evident: in 1983, they obtained the assignment of the Via della Lungara building from the
municipal government as a space for female citizenship. The destination of the building, then in
severe disrepair after the relocation of educational institutions, was hotly contested even within
the municipal council. Only after multiple delays—and following the police eviction of the Via del
Governo Vecchio House—did the City of Rome hand over the keys on March 29, 1985, to the
Separatist Feminist Center, formally constituted by 12 groups from Via del Governo Vecchio to
conduct negotiations and manage the shared premises collectively.

The intensive work of the Roman feminist movement on sexuality, separatism, lesbianism, and
cultural and political initiatives intertwined with national debates on the sexual violence law and
international deadlines on women’s self-determination, starting with the 1985 Nairobi
Conference. The feminist movement also faced political resistance: in 1985 only part of the
building was delivered, and in April 1987, the city council assigned the remaining portion to the
Church of Santa Croce alla Lungara.

A new phase of conflict began: the deputy mayor refused a meeting with the women demanding
consistency with the previous resolution, while the Vatican denounced the “intrinsically evil and
objectively disorderly” behavior of lesbian groups. The women’s assembly, meeting at the
Separatist Feminist Center in April, decided to occupy “all withheld spaces” and demanded the
annulment of the “shameful resolution.” Soon, 19 additional groups joined the occupation, and
by July 1987 over 46 groups had signed the appeal against the resolution.

The International Women’s House

The appeal was rejected by the TAR in 1988. The dispute between the municipal administration,
CFS, and occupying groups (which in 1992 became the International Feminist Federation



Association, AFFI) continued for years, with injunctions, eviction orders, and contradictory acts,
while the political and cultural work of women remained vibrant and multifaceted. Among the
most significant events was a public demonstration asserting women’s self-determination (“The
First Word and the Last”), attended by AFFI and CFS.

In the following years, thanks to close collaboration with the elected commission of the City of
Rome, the municipal administration adopted a new strategy, establishing a commission to
assign the Buon Pastore complex and approve its restoration project, financed through Rome
Capital and Jubilee funds. The commission’s report was approved, and associations launched
the NOW training course under the INNOWazione project, funded by European funds, to acquire
management skills for the new management consortium.

With the handover of the Buon Pastore keys to the Casa Internazionale delle Donne consortium
on December 14, 2001, by the municipal administration led by Mayor Walter Veltroni, a long
chapter of the Roman feminist movement concluded, opening a new political and cultural era.

Within the House, the work of women from many associations interweaves services,
documentation, research, politics, and social analysis. Groups and individual women, drawing
on a long history and connections with feminist realities across Italy, engage with transnational
feminist experiences, struggles, and developments. The Via della Lungara Women’s House now
serves as an authoritative civic space and an internationally recognized center for thought and
dialogue.

Curated by Francesca Koch

Memory and Heart of the International Women’s House — Archivia

e Archives, Libraries, and Documentation Centers collect the production of feminist theory
and practice since the late 1960s, documenting women'’s struggles for emancipation,
with photographs from Noi Donne.

e Following the inauguration of the International Women’s House, 11 historical groups,
collectives, and associations, each with their own specializations, joined forces to
safeguard and make accessible archives, a library, a periodicals collection, manuscripts,
theses, documentation, photographs, posters, tape library, and video library covering
three decades, focusing on 1970s feminism and lesbian presence in the 1980s.

e Most collections have been recognized as “historically significant” by the Lazio
Archivistic Superintendence. Much of the library is available for consultation and
cataloged online via La Sapienza University’s SBN network and the Lilith network of
women’s documentation centers.

Address: Via della Lungara, 19



(Entrance via Via della Penitenza, 37)
00165 Rome, ltaly

Tel: (+39) 06 6833180

Email: archivia.cidd@libero.it

Website: www.casainternazionaledelledonne.org

Opening Hours:

Tuesday and Wednesday, 10:00 AM — 5:00 PM

The International Women’s House

The International Women’s House is a project of the Roman women’s movement, originating in
the years of the Via del Governo Vecchio occupation and inheriting the legacy of the women'’s
house created there.

More than forty associations, federated under the Separatist Feminist Center (CFS) and the
International Feminist Federation Association (AFFI), some forming a management consortium,
created a unique project in Italy to engage women and institutions in political, cultural, and
service initiatives designed and implemented by women based on their own needs,
characteristics, and desires.

The complex includes a guesthouse, a restaurant, a women'’s craft and fair-trade shop, an
organic café, a congress center, the documentation center, historical archives, a library, and a
crafts and applied arts area. Training courses, performances, exhibitions, seminars, and book
presentations are held regularly. Psychological counseling, legal advice, and a women’s health
and wellness center are also active.

Rome, 2006

From Governo Vecchio to Via della Lungara, curated by Archivia and the Cultural Area of the
International Women’s House Consortium

Via della Lungara, 19 — 00165 Rome, Italy
Tel: 06 68401720 | Email: cciddonne@tiscali.it

Website: www.casainternazionaledelledonne.org
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